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Comments and Questions

This chapter discusses reactions to the problems of the logical positivist tradition of geography through two viewpoints: humanist and historical materialist.  Humanism resulted in “putting man back into the center of things as a producer and product of his world and also to augment the human experience by a more intensive, hence self conscious, reflection upon the meaning of being human” (Unwin, 137).

Unwin sees absolute space in a real sense, and relative space is understood through understanding of relations of objects. I agree with Sayer’s view that space can only be understood in terms of objects and processes that constitute it; the idea of space being absolute (i.e. measurements, distances) can be seen as relative as measurements are man made.

I see value in the French geography and its linkages to history, as this can be seen as interleaving of disciplines, i.e. geography in a historical context or vice versa.  I believe the mixing of disciplines can foster new thought and development, while reinforcing existing disciplinary frameworks.

I also agree with Kirk’s views on the interdependencies between humans and the environment, in that human state is a result of physical environment, and human impact creates the behavioural environment.  It can be argued that human impact on physical geography is as, if not more, significant to the evolution of the physical environment than perhaps any other aspect.

Lowenthal’s concept of “personal geographies” is one that I strongly agree with.    I believe humans have their own notion of geographical space.  For example, this would be interesting to view in the context of surveying people in making mental maps of an area or route, and as a result viewing how human differ in their personal geographies, and how they move through spatially (i.e. landmarks, street names, etc.).

Simon’s concept of “imperfect knowledge” leading to decision-making raises a question of what “perfect knowledge” is, or if it exists.

Hagerstrand’s approach to “time geography” is one I strongly agree with.  Time should have a significant role in spatial applications and analysis.  This can be seen in today’s modern GIS applications and datasets, where time is an important part of data collection metadata records, as well as attribute information within data product records.

