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Comments and Questions

This paper served as a response / rebuttal to Demeritt’s paper on climate change and science and politics.  Schneider addresses issues of social aspects of science brought forth by Demeritt.

Schneider refers to some of Demeritt’s passages as “impenetrable jargon”.  I cannot agree with this point more.  I agree that when attempting to reach an audience, one should cater to them, as the prime consumer or their item / paper / product.  I felt like Schneider in giving in trying to read certain parts.  However, one can see a conflict of backgrounds / interests between Demeritt and Schneider.  What I gather from this is the need for a common framework for persons of different expertise, who work in the same industry, for communications, or an assumed knowledge base.

One can see the “scientific” point of view when Schneider states what is required for better communications between social scientists and ‘traditional’ scientists.  The need for simplifying language is paramount for any progress, as well is the need for examples for theories.

