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Comments and Questions

This paper discusses the implications of the post modernism for geography as a discipline, focusing on both human and physical aspects of geography, as well as scale.  Some comments based on various statements made in this paper follow.

I agree with the passage “the centrality of geography…”; geography is increasingly becoming a discipline, which encompasses many schools of thought.  Geographical thought must embrace socio-economic, cultural and political variables in addition to space and time when conducting research.  The geography of an area has as much linkages to the former variables as it does time and space.  In some instances, it is these issues, which mold the spatial attributes of an area or phenomenon.  

Wynn paraphrases Gellner in stating, “every culture must be understood on its own terms”, and that comparison is inappropriate, and “letting differences” exist without pressure to compromise”.  While this is indeed valid, it should be considered that different societies exist as a subset of a general society – the earth, mankind.  Some differences between societies then become subject to conflict, when affecting the being of society in a general, or global sense.

In relation to earth science, it is agreed that spatial scale is a vital ingredient.  Church is quoted as saying that a range of scales must be invoked in order to explain features of landscape, and that different scales of enquiry lead to different forms of explanation.  This is also a function of the scope of research undertaken, and the underlying motivation of the researcher.  What does he/she want to achieve with their research?  How does scale affect the results of the research?  Will a certain scale range render results, which support the argument of the researcher?

In Wynn’s conclusion, he stats that scientists’ visions of reality are subject to societal influences, and stresses the importance of scale in research / analysis.  I believe this echoes many readings and analysis of readings undertaken during this course, and that physical, and / or scientific analysis and its outputs, should be observed with an appreciation and awareness of societal influences.  I also agree that one mode of thought should not dominate a discipline, i.e. geography.  Geography acts as a broad subject, which affects many other disciplines, however is affected by them as well.

