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Comments and Questions

This paper discusses the climate change issue in the context of science and politics.  The interleaving of climate change and the political process raise flags with regard to ethics, trust, expertise and uncertainty.  Demeritt gives an overview of climate change and the policy behind this issue.  I found this article interesting in relation to a recent ethical issue within GIS, which will be described below.

Demeritt states the adoption of geographers into providing policy makers with scientific reports, and to “present available knowledge objectively”.  He then discusses the politics of scientific knowledge.  I find this an important issue to discuss, in that in all policy, when driven by government interests, there exists the issue, or the possibility, of what is the motivation behind such policy, actions and decisions.  The line of scientific thought and political agenda becomes blurry in areas of potential sensitivity.

For example, in March 2001, US government scientist Ian Thomas was fired after posting maps of the Arctic National Wildlife Refuge, a sensitive area which the Bush administration desires to open for petroleum exploration (online URL and discussion: http://www.kuro5hin.org/story/2001/3/17/202127/270).  Many issues were brought up in and from the discussion, such as the federation of ethics and political motives behind the decision making process.  This can leave the scientist / researcher in a difficult position: to pursue work ethically to the fullest degree, in a politically sensitive situation, when combine with his/her personal financial needs and responsibilities.  This has also come to light in the GIS field, where there is an impetus to create a code of standards in geomatics, put forth by the Canadian Institute of Geomatics.

The concept of ethics is echoed by Demeritt when discussing the definition of “good” scientific practice.  How is this defined and upheld when politics and science intersect?  I agree with the statement that these and related issues are socially saturated.  This paper illustrates that science involves more (subtle) social aspects than first imagined.

In general, I found this article difficult to comprehend and follow with interest, however what parts I did comprehend I found interesting and thought provoking.

