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Comments and Questions

This paper deals with the issues surrounding children and usage of the Internet, attempting to deal with some of the assumptions, which are related to them.  Two groups are defined: “boosters”, or those in agreement with the Internet revolution / information age, and “debunkers”, or those who are against the Internet revolution.  Some comments based on various statements made in this paper follow.

The paper states that debunkers believe the Internet brings out the worst tendencies of modern society, lacking respect, authenticity.  I do not agree here.  If we are to believe that an object such as the Internet can bring out the worst in people, then we give no credit to people to begin with.  Agreed, the Internet does enable easy access to unwanted information, especially with regard to the younger generation, however it is not the responsibility of the Internet, or television, or radio, to govern what is made accessible within reason.  This issue is best dealt with at the domestic level, and the child rearing process.

The Internet, as a frontier technology, plays a meaningful role in time, space and competence.  It is agreed that through a medium such as the Internet, children and discover new sources of information and facilitate larger group collaborations, spanning between and across large physical and intellectual distances.

Oppenheimer is quoted as mentioning, “people who use computers a lot slowly grow rusty in their ability to think”.  Depending on the meaning of “a lot”, does he stop to consider that computers allow individuals more time to think, taking care of previously mundane, and time consuming tasks?

Oppenheimer also speaks of a shift in personal priorities; a transfer of the real to virtual world; downplaying the importance of conversation.  He also mentions that children’s imaginations may also be limited.  It is important, but not considered by Oppenheimer, that children’s imaginations may be further developed, just not along traditional methods as before.

I agree with Warner’s position of exploring new opportunities, independent of constrictions posed by the “real life” of the individual.

In conclusion, a communications tool such as the Internet provides a revolutionary method of global communication.  With every coming technology, fad, and so on, there are early adaptors and there are laggards.   The Internet is the tool or mechanism; it is up to the audience to interpret the information it provides as they wish, based on their social, cultural, economic and political views.  “Too much information is better than no information”.

